
 Benjamin Franklin once wrote to a friend that wine is “constant proof that God loves us, 

and loves to see us happy.” (There’s quite an online controversy regarding whether the original 

quote was about beer or wine, which I will sidestep for the moment—but feel free to ask me 

about it during coffee hour!) While that feels like an apt sentiment for a church in Davis to en-

dorse, I’d like to offer my own twist on it, one that I believe from the bottom of my heart and 

that speaks to wine connoisseurs, beer drinkers, and teetotalers alike: “Our pets are constant 

proof that God loves us, and loves to see us happy.” 

 Is there anything more en-

dearing than seeing a child excitedly 

play with a dog, gently stroke a cat, 

or cuddle a new bunny? I know it 

sounds hopelessly sentimental, but I 

believe that our animals can bring 

out that childlike wonder and tender-

ness in all of us. There’s plenty of 

evidence to show that pet owners are 

healthier and happier than the gen-

eral population, and for many people 

one of the hardest things about going 

away to college or moving into as-

sisted living is leaving a pet behind. When you talk to people about their pets, you hear phrases 

like “spontaneous joy,” “living in the moment,” and “unconditional love.” Those sound to me a 

lot like spiritual gifts that we should recognize and celebrate. 

 These are just a few of the reasons that I look forward to our Blessing of the Animals on 

October 22 at 4:00 pm. All animals are welcome; please use common sense about appropriate 

restraints to keep everyone safe and comfortable. Nothing would please me more than to bless a 

goat or a horse, and I’m even willing to step outside my comfort zone and bless reptiles (snakes 

included)! If you can’t transport your animal, bring a picture and we’ll say a prayer together. 

Children are encouraged to bring stuffed animals, too. Most of all, I hope you will reach out to 

other “human animals” you know and invite them to join us. Many people who don’t have a 

church home are surprised and delighted to learn how much Episcopalians honor creation in our 

theology and worship, as well as in our commitment to environmental stewardship. 

 I would be remiss if I didn’t thank all of you for the wonderful welcome I’ve received 

since arriving in Davis. Everyone has been so kind, encouraging, and generous, and so under-

standing about the learning curve involved in taking a new position (or “cure” as we call it in the 

church) in a new community. As I said during the announcements on my first Sunday, I will 

make mistakes, and that we will need to offer each other forgiveness from time to time. My core 

theological belief is that forgiveness and compassion are at the very heart of our faith; it follows 

that the point of Christian community is to have a place to practice those virtues so that we can 
embody them for a world that needs them so desperately, perhaps now more than ever. 

 Thank you again for all your kind words and gestures. I look forward to getting to know 

everyone and to deepening our relationships over the years to come. 

Blessings, Pamela+ 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION FOR ADULTS AT ST. MARTIN’S: OCTOBER 2017 
 

Caring for Creation: Environmental Concern as Christian Calling 

Sundays, October 1 – November 5, 2017 

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM, Library 

Are Christians called to care for creation? In the face of climate change and other environmental crises, 
what do people of faith have to offer to a planet in peril and to its people? How can environmental con-

cern inform our faith and enrich our spiritual life? In this six-week series, we will hear reflections from 

several parishioners who are working to protect the planet and build a more just and sustainable future. 

Together we’ll read and discuss the Episcopal House of Bishops’ recent Pastoral Teaching on the Envi-

ronment. Our facilitator is parishioner Jim Schaal, who served as coordinator of environmental ministry 

education and campus sustainability at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago and led an organic 

food garden ministry at the Episcopal Church of St. Paul and the Redeemer on the South Side of Chi-

cago. 
 

The Living Word 

Sundays, September 10 – December 17, 2017 

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM, Room 8 

Holy Scripture was written to capture the imagination, to spark deep insight about the nature of our own 

journeys with God, and to reveal who God is. Join a group of fellow travelers as we explore scripture 

through prayer, art, imagination, and deep listening to discover what God is speaking to you in each 
Sunday’s lectionary readings. Our facilitator, Alex Leach, is a seminarian at the Church Divinity School 

of the Pacific, a postulant for Holy Orders through St. Martin’s, and an experienced trainer in Nonvio-

lent Communication. For the weekly lectionary readings, visit http://www.lectionarypage.net/. 
 

Curious about Creeds? 

Sundays, September 10 – December 17, 2017 

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM, Rooms 6&7 
Every week, we profess our faith by reciting the Nicene Creed, or sometimes the Apostle’s Creed. But 

what do these statements of faith mean? And where did they come from? Do they differ from each 

other? Bring your questions about creeds to this class, led by the Rev. Ernie Lewis, Associate Priest, and 

parishioner Dr. Tom Smith, a clinical psychologist and ordained Presbyterian minister. 
 

Biblical Theological Reading Group 

Tuesday Evenings as announced, 7:30 PM 
Join parishioner Will Benware and friends for 

lively, engaging discussions centered on book 

chapters and articles. Dr. Benware is Professor 

Emeritus of Linguistics at UC Davis and a lay 

preacher at St. Martin’s. For upcoming dates 

and readings, contact Will at waben-

ware@ucdavis.edu. 
 

 For more information please contact Jim 

Schaal, Christian Formation Chair, at forma-

tion@churchofstmartin.org or 773-818-1143. 
 We welcome your suggestions for life-

long learning and faith formation here at St. 

Martin’s. 
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ABOUT ST. MARTIN’S HEALING MINISTRY 
 

 Healing Ministry at St. Martin’s provides members of the congregation an opportunity during 

communion services to be anointed with oil and receive prayers for healing. Trained and licensed Heal-

ing Ministers call upon God’s healing power and love to help bring shalom - deep peace and wholeness 

- to those seeking comfort, solace, and support in their time of need. Congregants may seek God’s heal-

ing for themselves and/or for others in their lives. There is no expectation or obligation that congregants 

disclose to the Healing Ministers their specific needs, although 

they may if they so choose. 

 The Healing Ministers have organized a special, semi-

private section in the rear of the church proper, near the narthex, 

which has chairs and a small pew with a kneeler, for congregants 

to position themselves for healing prayers. Congregants may also 

stand if they wish. 

 Many who have experienced the healing prayers have felt 

a good deal of spiritual and emotional comfort that has helped 

them manage difficult times ever-more mindful that God is at 

their side or at the side of their loved one. All congregants are 

invited and welcome to receive healing prayers during or after 

receiving communion at the 10:30 AM Sunday service. 



LIVING WITH RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY: WALKING OUR FAITH AND  

SHARING A MEAL 
Sunday October 22, 2017 
 

 The Celebration of Abraham is offering an occasion to re-build community and deepen relationships 

following a summer of challenging conversations. We will walk as a community, hear clergy from each tradi-

tion, share a vegetarian meal, and engage in interfaith dialogue along the way.  
 Beginning at Bet Haverim, we will walk to the Davis Islamic Center (approximately one mile) and then 

walk to the United Methodist Church (approximately one mile). Transportation will be provided for those who 

cannot walk. At each congregation, clergy who lead that community will present a talk addressing how their 

tradition can help us live in a religiously diverse community. Along the walk, participants will be provided 

questions to consider and engage in conversation with others as a way to meet and know each other. 
 

Timeline for the day: 

4:00 Drop off potluck offerings, assemble at Bet Haverim 

4:30 – 4:50 Rabbi Greg Wolfe’s Jewish presentation 

4:50 – 5:20 Walk to the Islamic Center 

5:30 – 5:50 Imam Ammar’s Islamic presentation 

5:50 – 6:30 Walk to the Davis United Methodist Church 

6:40 – 7:00 Rev. Brandon Austin’s United Methodist presentation 

7:00 Potluck begins 

7:30 Table questions on reflections 

ST MARTIN’S HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR IS GETTING CLOSE…. 
 

 ....and all parishioners are needed. If you are working on a project 

or two, keep up the good work. If you plan to contribute to our “Once-

Loved” table, please get items to us as soon as possible so we can get them 

priced well ahead of time. If you plan to bake or prepare foods for sale, be 

looking through your recipe books and assembling ingredients.  
 The crafters will be meeting weekly on Fridays in rooms 6 & 7 

from 10:00 am-12:00 pm. Please join us to help with projects, work on 

your own, price items, or just have some refreshments and chat.  
 We will be circulating a sign-up list later in October to ask more 

parishioners to help in some way. For more information, see Carol Boyer, 

Sharon Cucinotta, or Fay Hulbert. 

MAKE YOUR 2018 PLEDGE NOW 
 

 It is autumn, the time of year we ask congregants old 

and new to pledge their commitment to our church for the 

following year. We have made significant improvements to 

our facilities over this past year, and depend on our parish-

ioners to help us keep things in the best possible working or-

der. In this way, we can better serve our church members, the 

Davis community, Yolo County, and the Episcopal Church at 

large. 
 St. Martin’s values your support in any amount. Your 

participation and your spirit of generosity are always more 

important than the size of your gift. 



BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS UPDATE 
Written by Janet Lane, Jr. Warden 
 

 Good news! Our HVAC equipment arrived in Sacramento from 

Houston (after a delay due to the hurricane). CABS Heating and Air will 

remove our old system and install the new energy-efficient all-electric sys-

tem beginning on October 2nd with an estimated completion date of Octo-

ber 16th. This electric system (24.5 SEER—energy rating) will signifi-

cantly reduce our natural gas use at St. Martin’s. Once the old equipment is 

removed and the new has been installed, we will still have some work to do 

to cover the outdoor opening to the underground ducts and to cover up the 

opening in the ground. But Buildings and Grounds plans to handle this last 

part of the job ourselves. The entire project is going to cost $42,000, and 

you might be wondering where we are getting the money. More than half is 

coming from our capital replacement fund (into which we set aside money 

each month), with the balance coming from general operating reserves. 
 We hope you like the wrought iron fencing around the childcare area. Not only is the metal fence more 

durable than wood, but it is also open and inviting. Parents with children, we hope you will help us envision 

what we can do to make the outdoor space inside the fence nicer, more functional, and more fun for young 

kids. Give us your input anytime, but we will also be talking at our next meeting about a more formal way to 

get everybody’s input.  
 Our beautiful labyrinth has been resealed to protect it from the weather and from stains. Lars Howlett 

from Discover Labyrinths LLC resealed the 45’x45’-foot space during the last week of September. He com-

mended us on what great condition our labyrinth is in and has offered to facilitate a class at St. Martin’s on 

finding healing and peace by walking the labyrinth. He could even do an all-day workshop if we wanted. For 

now, we are pleased that we are able to offer this space of beauty, peace, and healing for parishioners and oth-

ers to enjoy. 
 Solano Shade will be here on November 13th to prune 10 of our large trees, including eight redwoods, 

one hackberry, and one incense cedar. We have a total of over 60 trees on our property, and nine of these 10 

trees are being pruned to remove canker (a disease spread in the wind and rain and often caused by drought 

stress). Fortunately, our trees are much healthier than they were two years ago.  
 Want to know more? Consider attending Buildings and Grounds and/or Landscape Committee meet-

ings. Buildings and Grounds meets every second Sunday of the month after the 10:30 service. We sincerely 

strive to keep our 

buildings and 

grounds at St. Mar-

tin’s looking as 

beautiful as possi-

ble. Please let us 

know if you see 

anything amiss and/

or consider joining 

us at our meetings. 

We would love to 

hear from you any-

time if you have 

thoughts, concerns, 

or input (Janet Lane 

at 530-219-0607or 

jrlane@ 

ucdavis.edu). 


