
 A couple of weeks ago, in conjunction with our annual stewardship ingather-

ing, I asked everyone to consider one commitment you might make to St. Martin’s 

in the coming year. I suggested that you pick something simple and achievable, 

something that would help nurture and sustain a ministry or goal that really matters 

to you. I wonder if you still have your sticky note. Are you living into the commit-

ment you made? Are you finding that you were perhaps a bit too ambitious? Maybe, 

with some time to reflect, you’ve chosen a different commitment—and that’s great. 

 I’d just encourage you to write that new commitment down and keep your-

self accountable. You might even find that once you start doing what you said you 

would, it’s easier than you thought it would be and you could actually do a bit more. 

Remember, this “doing” might be as simple as spending more time in prayer, or 

reading the weekly Scripture passages before you come to church on Sunday morn-

ing, or even getting to know someone new at coffee hour. Commitment comes in all 

forms, and should be suitable to your life circumstances. As Ecclesiastes put it, “To 

everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven.” This might 

not be the right time for you to head up a committee, but it could be the perfect time 

to start attending an adult formation offering—to name just a couple of examples! 

Be realistic, be compassionate with yourself, and most of all, keep going. 

 As I continue to meet with various committees and commissions at St. Mar-

tin’s, as well as talking with individuals, I am getting a better sense of some of the 

interests and concerns that were identified in the parish profile and the Holy Cow 

survey. One priority that ranked very high in the survey and that I continue to hear 

echoed in multiple contexts is that we “create more opportunities for people to form 

meaningful relationships.” Another concern I hear a lot has to do with communica-

tion, both how we communicate within the parish and also how we as a parish com-

municate with the larger community 

and the world around us. 

 These are not “quick fix” is-

sues. Building relationships and im-

proving communication can be the 

work of a lifetime in our personal 

lives, and are not so different in the 

life of a congregation. They are also 

not issues that we can simply delegate 

to a staff member or a ministry team. 

When it comes to relationship-

building and communication, we all 
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have a role to play. And if you think about it, that’s pretty good news! Every step that every person 

takes in these areas actually improves the health of the whole system. We’ve also already got a lot of 

good structures in place, with great people working hard in all kinds of areas that relate to these priori-

ties, including the newsletter, the website, and other avenues of communication, not to 

mention hospitality, caring ministries, and just about everything that falls under our general heading of 

“life in community.” 

 I hope you have noticed the steps that St. Martin’s leadership is taking to improve communica-

tions. The Vestry Listening Table is available every Sunday after services, and this month they kicked 

off a Vestry News and Review email to help you learn more about the work they do. The Getting to 

Know You events have begun and are mostly at capacity. The Ministry Council is also tackling these 

concerns, thinking about how to connect different ministries and make sure that events are designed for 

maximum participation whenever possible. 

 Both our communication and our relationships can be strengthened when we all come together at 

events like our upcoming Town Hall meeting on November 12. If you have been waiting for an invita-

tion—here it is! Please come. Your presence matters. 

Blessings, 

Pamela+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTINE BLANCHARD THANKGIVING PROJECT 

2017 
By Janet Lane and Adam Russ, Social Justice & Outreach Committee 

members 
 

 November marks the time of year when the Social Justice and 

Outreach Committee begins asking for your donations toward a long-

standing St. Martin’s outreach effort through which we offer food 
assistance to local families in need during the week of Thanksgiving. 

This program was named after St. Martin’s parishioner Christine 

Blanchard, who started the program many years ago with a special fo-

cus on providing assistance to local migrant families. Still today, the 

families served in this program are the often underserved and unnoticed families in Davis. 
 This year we intend to serve 80 families and 15 UC Davis students by giving them a Safeway 

gift card with which they can purchase food of their choosing for the Thanksgiving holiday. The cards 
will be specifically marked so that they may be used for any items in the store except tobacco, alcohol, 

lottery tickets, and other gift cards. Our goal for this year is to be able to give a gift card of $100 to each 

of our 80 families and $40 to the UC Davis students. Of course, the final amount of the gift cards will 

depend on the amount of money taken in. 
 The carefully-selected families come from a variety of 

sources: Montgomery Elementary School (15 families), the 

Davis Joint Unified School District Homeless Family Liaison 

(10 families), Cable Car Wash (four families), and from St. 

Martin’s long-standing list of families (51 families). The UC 

Davis students in need will all be identified by the AB540 and 

Undocumented Student Center. Any money above the amount 

needed to serve these families will be used to purchase addi-

tional gift cards that will be given to local nonprofit organiza-

tions that assist clients with food needs. 
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 The families will 

be asked to come to St. 

Martin’s to pick up their 

gift cards, and we invite 

the participation of parish-

ioners who wish to be 

there to welcome the 

families and/or help with 

the distribution of gift 

cards. The distribution 

will take place on Novem-

ber 20th (5 – 6:30 pm) 

and November 21st (9 – 

10:30 am). 
 If you have al-

ready donated, we thank 

you. Monetary donations (of any amount) that will allow us to purchase the gift cards will be accepted 

through November 13th. Look for the Social Justice and Outreach table after both services, or put your 

check in the offering plate made out to St. Martin’s Church with “Thanksgiving Project” in the memo 

line. Given that many agencies provide assistance at Christmas and not at Thanksgiving, the $100 gift 

cards make a very significant impact and are of major assistance to the families who receive them right 

before the Thanksgiving holiday. Please feel free to contact a Social Justice and Outreach Committee 

member or the church office (756-0444; info@churchofstmartin.org) if you have any questions or want 

to get involved. 
 

HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR IS ONLY ONE 

MONTH AWAY — DECEMBER 2, 2017 

 We hope that each of you will participate to 

ensure that it is a success. We need your help in many 

ways: 

1. Provide items for sale (crafted items, baked goods, 

jams and jellies, etc). 

2. Assist with setting up tables on Friday afternoon, 

December 1st. 

3. Acting as hosts and hostesses during the sale 

(December 2nd), to make visitors feel welcome and 

to assist with questions. We will need additional 

help on Sunday between Services (December 3rd). 

4. Helping with the cash box, totaling purchases, us-

ing the adding machine. 

5. Taking down tables at the end of the sale, about 

12:30 on Sunday December 3rd. 

 Please let us know how you can help. One of 

the Crafters will have a clip board on Sundays during 

coffee. Please sign up for one or many jobs. Many 

thanks! 


