
 

 When you’re a little kid, the time be-

tween the lighting of the first Advent candle and 

the unwrapping of presents under the Christmas 

tree can feel like an eternity. As we get older 

the pace seems to speed up, to the point where 

we worry there won’t be enough time to get 

everything done that needs doing. Being told 

that Advent is a time to slow down and practice 

the art of waiting can feel…well, unrealistic, if 

not downright ridiculous.  
 We live in a time of collective anxiety, 

when it feels to many like the very fabric of our 

society is being torn apart by division and con-

flict. In this environment, taking time to 

breathe, to quiet down, to step out of the hectic 

pace of the world just for a bit, can be vitally 

important. Maybe this year, Advent is arriving 

just in the nick of time. 
 Waiting can actually be a spiritual discipline. It might help to take a moment 

to recall those things for which we wait with rapt attention. Waiting can be as high 

stakes as anticipating the outcome of an experiment, not knowing if the results will 

lead to a life-saving cure or will be another dead end. Waiting can also be as mun-

dane, if delightful, as sitting around a campfire at night, warming our fingers and 

toes as we watch marshmallows brown, hoping they don’t get burned to a crisp or 

drop into the fire before we have a chance to devour them.  

 What if we waited for Christmas with that kind of attention and anticipation?  
 Sometimes what we need most during times of waiting is a companion, or 

even a community - others who will wait with us, who are on the same journey and 

who will slow their pace to match our 

own, or perhaps sit with us while we 

catch our breath. I believe with all my 

heart that St. Martin’s can provide that 

community and companionship for eve-

ryone who joins us during this season. 
Wishing everyone an expectant, patient, 

and prayer-filled Advent,  

—Pamela+ 
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CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

 December 17th, 4:00 pm  
      Lessons and Carols 
 December 20th, 7:00 pm  
      Blue Christmas service 

 December 24th, 9:00 am (this 
is the only morning service!) 

      Holy Eucharist 
 December 24th, 4:00 pm  
       Christmas Pageant and Holy         

Eucharist 
 December 24th, 7:00 pm  
      Holy Eucharist  
 December 24th, 10:00 pm  
       Holy Eucharist (with incense) 
 December 25th, 10:00 am  
       Holy Eucharist 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
December 2017 
 

 The past few months have been very active ones for the Social Justice and Outreach Committee. 

We have completed the grant cycle. Following our review of all applications and Vestry approval of our 

recommendations, checks have been issued to the various organizations. We are now beginning to get 

letters of thanks from the groups that the people of St. Martin’s are able to support. People often ask 

where the money comes from to fund our grants, which this year amounted to approximately $35,500. 

The largest portion of our funding ($26,000) comes in the form of the Matthew 25 line item in the St. 

Martin’s annual budget. It has also been a longstanding tradition at St. Martin’s that the Easter and 
Christmas Special Offerings be designated for Outreach to be given away. Those items combined pro-

vide approximately $5,000 each year. We also have an Outreach Committee Fund which is comprised 

of money donated by individuals specifically for Social Justice or Outreach causes. There is currently 

approximately $900 in this fund. Additionally, we receive about $4,000 annually from the Linda Frost 

Memorial Fund income. Dick and Linda Frost were longtime parishioners at St, Martin’s where Dick 
served for many years as our treasurer. When Linda passed away, he established a Memorial Endow-

ment fund in Linda’s name with the Diocese and designated that the annual income from the investment 

come to St. Martin’s Outreach, half of which to be used for causes within the Diocese and the other half 

to be used for national or international needs. 

 Through your most generous donations totaling $8,660, we have also just completed our 2017 

Thanksgiving Project whereby 100 families or individuals in need in the Davis area have received 

Safeway gift cards to help them purchase groceries during the holidays. 
 We are currently organizing the Advent/Christmas project in which parishioners can purchase 

and prepare cold weather care packages to be distributed to our homeless neighbors in the Davis area. 

Throughout Advent, there will be a table outside the narthex after services with all the information and 

a sample care package available. 
 An additional “hands on” outreach opportunity for parishioners will take place in January with 

the Interfaith Winter Rotating Shelter (IRWS). We will be providing the evening dinners and some on 

site volunteers to help serve the meal on January 22nd and January 26th at Davis Lutheran Church. 

Signups to bring a specific dish and/or to serve will begin on Christmas Eve. 
 The Social Justice and Outreach Committee meets monthly, usually on the first Sunday of the 

month after the second service. We always welcome visitors and newcomers to our committee. Watch 

the weekly bulletin and Constant  
Contact for further information 

about our meetings and activi-

ties. Come help us live into our 

Statement of Commitment and 

Action by being God’s hands 

and heart in the world. 

 

Submitted by Jerry Hulbert 
Chair, Social Justice and Out-

reach Committee 

Many thanks 

to Carol 

Boyer and 

her merry 

band of many  

volunteers  

who helped 

make the 

2017 Craft 

Fair such a 

success. 

Thank you 

one and all!  
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DIOCESAN CONVETION 2018 
 

 The 2017 Episcopal Diocese of Northern California Convention was held at the McClellan Con-

ference Center in Sacramento on Friday and Saturday, November 3–4. Your St. Martin’s lay representa-

tives to the convention were Carol Boyer, Elise Keddie, Frank Brown, Janet Lane, Mary Ann Lewis, 

Lynn Zender, and Helen Campbell. St. Martin’s clergy delegates were The Rev. Pamela Dolan, The 

Rev. Margaret Grayden, The Rev. Ernie Lewis, The Rev. Ann Hallisey and the Rev. Suzanne Guthrie. 

 On Friday, convention delegates elected the Rev. Anne Smith to the Board of Trustees and The 

Rev. Jim Richardson as a clergy representative to the Standing Committee, and Carlton Allen as a Lay 

Representative to the Standing Committee. New clergy, including our own Rev. Pamela Dolan, were 

introduced. Bishop Beisner also appointed The Rev. Pam Gossard as Archdeacon and The Rev. Cookie 

Clark as Canon. 

 Bishop Beisner addressed the group and spoke of the recent fires and the diocesan response to 

them. He spoke of the over $20,000 that was collected through the diocese and disbursed to those in 

need. He also formally announced his intent to retire as Bishop in 2019. He informed us of how the 

search process will work. The new bishop will be elected by convention on or around February 9th and 

installed on or around June 29, 2019. 

 Holy Eucharist was also held on Friday, with many of the churches, including St. Martin’s, 

processing in behind their banners. The Eucharist was celebrated by Bishop Beisner and Mark W. Hol-

merud, Bishop of the ECLA Sierra Pacific Synod as guest preacher to honor the 500th anniversary of 

the Reformation. Bishop Holmerud spoke of Martin Luther’s posting of the Ninety-five Theses to the 

door of All Saints’ Church in Wittenberg on October 31, 1517 and the unintended formation of the Lu-

theran Church. He also spoke about the commonalities of our two churches and the bond between them. 

 Saturday morning was filled with the committee reports and various presentations of ministries 

(reports are in St. Martin’s office and available for your review). Of particular interest was a presenta-

tion by Ms. Lacy Broemel, who is the Refugee and Immigration Policy Analyst for the Episcopal 

Church. She encouraged the group to explore the Office of Government Relations website and to get 

involved. http://advocacy.episcopalchurch.org. 

 The Rev. Dr. Joseph Duggan reported on the status of Camp Noel Porter. Camp Noel Porter has 

been closed for two years due to financial difficulties. At the July 25th meeting of the Camp Noel Porter 

Board, seven options were presented to address possibilities for the camp’s future. Camp Noel Porter 

currently costs approximately $50,000 a year to maintain even as it sits vacant. The Diocesan Board of 

Trustees will continue to explore these options in the upcoming year. Any youth in the Diocese who are 

interested in summer camp can attend St. Dorothy’s Rest, Camp Living Waters or Camp Galilee in Ne-

vada. For more information and to read the Board of Trustees minutes go to the CNP website at 

http://www.campnoelporter.org/. 

 During Saturday lunch, two conversation groups were offered: The College for Congregational 

Development and Diocesan Youth Fellowship. Later, several breakout sessions were offered. They in-

cluded Disaster Preparedness, Camp Noel Porter, Office of Government Relations, and Total Ministry. 

The remainder of the afternoon was filled with ministry reports. 

 Three resolutions were passed at convention (resolutions available in the church office). The 

first two made wording changes to the Diocesan canons. The third was a second reading of a resolution 

from last year’s convention that changes the percentage of clergy that are required for a convention quo-

rum from 50% to 30%. This resolution passed in both clergy and lay orders. 

 Next year’s convention delegates will attend two conventions, one in November in Redding, CA 

(scheduled for November 9–10, 2018) and another one in February (scheduled for Feb. 9, 2019). This  

(continued on next page) 



STEPHEN MINISTRY COMMIS-

SIONING 
 

 After four months of training, St. Mar-

tin’s is pleased to announce the commissioning 

of six new Stephen Ministers: Bob Polking-

horn, Carol Chandler, Frank Brown, Marianne 

Quaas, Robert Lynch, and Judith Stanley. To-

gether they have received 50 hours of special-

ized training in lay pastoral care-giving and 

join a team of seven active Stephen Ministers 

serving our congregation and community. 

  Stephen Ministers provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care to people going through a dif-

ficult time. Divorce, job loss, empty nest, health troubles - whatever your struggle, Stephen Ministers 

are available to walk alongside you. Each Stephen Minister meets weekly with their care receiver for 

around an hour to listen, care, encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual support. Caring relation-

ships last for as long as the person’s need remains. 

  As our new Stephen Ministers begin their ministry, we ask that God work through them to bring 

hope and healing to those whom they serve. 

  If you or someone you know is experiencing hardship and want to know more about Stephen 

Ministries at St. Martin, please contact the Rev. Margaret Grayden or speak to any of the Stephen Min-

isters, who can be identified during services by their blue name tags. 
 

Blessings, The Stephen Ministry Leadership Team 

(Diane Bamforth, Gabe Avila, the Rev. Margaret Grayden, Carla Harris, and the Rev. Ernie Lewis) 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE - December 20th 7:00 p.m. 

 The holiday season can be a very painful time. For some people, it 

is the first Christmas after a major life event, such as the death of a loved 

one, the end of a relationship, the loss of a job or home, or the onset of a 

life-limiting physical or mental illness. For others, it is a time of year that 

has always been difficult. As the days get shorter and the nights longer, the 

media’s constant refrain that “It’s the most wonderful time of the year” 

rings false for them. Their Christmas is blue, a time of sadness rather than 

joy.  

 Please join us on Wednesday, December 20th at 7:00 p.m. as we gather for a special worship 

service that recognizes the struggle so many people face at this time of year. Readings, music, candle 

lighting and healing prayer will help us acknowledge the paradox that there is indeed joy and hope to 

be found, even in the midst of pain and suffering. Emmanuel - God with us - shines light into our dark-

ness, standing with us in our sorrows as well as our joys, and reminding us that even the longest night 

does not last forever. 

second convention will elect our next Bishop. The Vestry has provided a form (available in the narthex 

now and online soon) for you to fill out if you are interested in being a convention delegate next year. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to talk with one of your St. Martin’s delegates. 
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LESSONS AND CAROLS  -  

December 17th, 4:00 p.m. 
 Join us on Sunday, December 17th, 

at 4:00 p.m. for the Festival of Lessons and 

Carols as we prepare for the birth of Christ. 

This joyful and tradition service will be 

sung by the Chancel Choir, the Youth 

Choir, and the Children’s Choir. 
 The Festival of Lessons & Carols 

has been a tradition at St. Martin’s for quite 

some time. This ceremony takes place 

worldwide and began in 1918 at King’s College Chapel in Cambridge, England, by the then Dean Eric 

Milner-White. His concept was based upon a service originally used at the cathedral in Truro, England 

in 1880, which was itself based on still older sources and traditions. The custom grew and in 1928 the 

service of read lessons and sung carols was broadcast by the BBC, first in England and then world-

wide. The service was eventually televised and continued to gain wider and wider attention. Before 

long, it was adopted by churches around the globe. As we gather to celebrate it this year, we are in the 

company of people throughout the world, gathering just as we are to tell the story and sing the songs of 

the story of our Christmas redemption. 
 The Festival of Lessons and Carols for Advent is designed to portray moving from darkness 

into light, much as the world at Christmas moves from darkness into the light of the Incarnation of the 

Word (“and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us”). The initial (matin) responsory (”I look from 

afar”), sung responsively by cantor and choir, foretells the coming of the Savior, and the lessons 

recount the prophecy leading up to the story of the Annunciation to Mary by the Angel Gabriel that she 

will bring forth a son, “and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which means, ‘God is with us.’” 

 Without a doubt this is one of the most beloved and beautiful ways we have to prepare our 

hearts for Christmas.  

And from his wisdom into being came. 
In him was life, the life our source of light, 

Who overcame the depths of darkest night. 

The Word made flesh. 
 

Among his own the Word there pitched his tent, 

His own refused to lend him their assent; 

But all discerning him as God’s own Son, 

Now celebrate what God in him has done. 

The Word made flesh. 
 

The Word made flesh came forth in time and 

space, 

And in his life revealed a bounteous grace; 

From all his riches we receive a part, 

Find grace abundant rooted in our hearts. 

The Word made flesh. 
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THE WORD MADE FLESH 

An Advent poem by Wilbur Benware 
 

John 1:1-14 

Before creation’s fullness would unfold, 

Before the summer heat and winter cold, 

Before all times and seasons came to be, 

There was the Word which we in time would 

see. 

The Word made flesh. 
 

The Word who set the cosmos on its course, 

The Word who was its author and its source, 

Appeared in time to those whom he had made: 

As light of life whose glory never fades. 

The Word made flesh. 
 

Through him all things received their destined 

frame, 


