
 January is a time for trying new things and at St. Martin’s we’ll be doing that 

with gusto. We start with the Celebration of New Ministry on Thursday, January 4, 

at 6:30. By the time you read this we should be putting the finishing touches on 

plans that include a joy-filled service and a fun potluck reception—with dancing! I 

hope everyone who is in town will join in the festivities. It will also be a great op-

portunity to catch up with our Bishop and to hear a sermon from Mike Kinman, the 

rector of All Saints in Pasadena and one of the most inspiring, cutting-edge voices 

for social justice in the Episcopal Church today. 

 Two other new things are happening, both in the area of faith formation. 

First, we’re holding a Wednesday night series during the season of Epiphany that 

will focus on what the church can do to understand the ongoing refugee crisis and 

how we can become part of the solution. The program will be led by our rector Pam-

ela Dolan and by parishioner Lynn Zender, who is deeply involved with the work of 

the Episcopal Migration Ministries. We’ll gather in the parish hall and start our pro-

gram at 6:45 sharp. You’re welcome to bring a brown-bag dinner with you if that 

will make it easier to attend; we’ll provide coffee, water, and some snacks. The eve-

ning will end with Compline. If you need childcare in order to participate, please 

contact the office by January 3rd. There is no cost for the class and nothing to read 

in advance. The series begins on January 10th and continues every Wednesday night 

through February 7th. You can read more about the program elsewhere in the news-

letter, in our announcements, or on the website. 

 The second new faith formation opportunity in January is a visit from Brian 

Sellers-Peterson, formerly of Episcopal Relief and Development. Brian has been a 

leading advocate and mentor for faith-based agriculture, from beekeeping to com-

munity gardens and more, throughout the country, and we are honored to host him 

here in Davis. His book Harvesting Abundance (Church Publishing, 2016) “offers 

specific examples of success stories of faith communities” involved in the food and 

faith movement through engaging stories that show “the church in action.” Brian 

will preach on Sunday, January 21st, and lead a forum after the 10:00 a.m. service 

entitled “Sowing Seeds of Good News and Harvesting Abundance: Agrarian Minis-

try in the Episcopal Church and Beyond.” He has also generously offered to host an 

informal conversation over a potluck meal on Saturday evening; stay tuned for more 

details. This is a wonderful occasion for those of us interested in food justice and 

hunger issues, as well as creation care and eco-ministries, to come together and learn 

from one of the leading practitioners and proponents in the church today. 

 Opportunities like these serve two purposes, one having to do with content 

and the other with community. The content of both of these programs is vitally im-
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portant and raises up issues that are relevant to St. Martin’s on many levels. Additionally, coming to-

gether to learn, grow, and share is also essential to our community’s vitality. We need to spend time to-

gether in order to get to know one another at a deeper level and strengthen the bonds of friendship and 

love within St. Martin’s. Moreover, exploring hard issues in the safety of a space where we will all re-

spect and listen to each other can help us create meaningful civil discourse in the larger community. One 

of the parish goals highlighted in our Holy Cow survey was “creating more opportunities for people to 

develop meaningful relationships.” We’ll be doing that this month in exciting new ways. 

 Finally, don’t forget the Annual Meeting on January 28th! The meeting will be in the nave after 

the 10 o’clock service. Watch the announcement sheet for more details. May joy and peace abound as 

we begin 2018 together! 

Blessings, 

Pamela+ 

 

 

CARING MINISTRIES OFFERS 

ADULT ED SERIES 
 

 Starting right after the first of the 

year, our Caring Ministries Committee 

will be offering an important adult educa-

tion series on their programs. Please 

come to the library at 8:45 a.m. on Sun-

days to hear their presentations: 

 Jan. 7th: An introduction to Stephen 

Ministry, with emphasis on raising 

awareness and encouraging parishioners to seek support from our team of trained Stephen Ministers. 

 Jan. 14th: A session on other Caring Ministries including Eucharistic Visitors, Helping Hands, and 

Prayer Shawl Ministry, with emphasis on what these programs do and how you can access them. 

 Jan. 21st: A session by an attorney on wills, trusts, and other estate planning tools. 

 Jan. 28th: Annual meeting—no adult ed. program this Sunday. 

 Feb. 4th: A session on what is an advance directive for healthcare and how you can get them com-

pleted for you and yours-- complete with handouts. 
 

 We look forward to seeing you in January! 

 

 

NURSERY PLAYGROUND RENOVATION 
 

 We are beginning the exciting process of renovating our nursery playground at St Martin’s. Our 

nursery play yard is a blank slate, and we are hoping to turn it into an aesthetically pleasing and fun play 

area worthy of our St Martin’s families. We’d love your input and help!  

 Ideas suggested so far have been a play structure safe for little ones, a climbing dome and a 

teaching garden for our nursery as well as Godly Play kids. In January, I will have a table after church 

for a few Sundays to take ideas and in February I hope to finalize one idea. Fundraising has already be-

gun, through our holiday craft fair and in March we are hoping to have a beer tasting night and auction 

with Charlie Bamforth. If you have ideas, input, or would like to help with planning, please email me 

Abby Gratzer-Owens at gratzerowens@gmail.com.  

mailto:gratzerowens@gmail.com


SOCIAL JUSTICE AND OUTREACH COMMISSION NEWS 
by Janet Lane and Katheryn Russ 
 

Care Packages 

 So far, we have collected 26 Advent/Christmas care packages. Our goal is to have 90-100 that we 

can distribute to five agencies (DCMH, IRWS, Grace in Action, Dixon Family Services, and Fourth and 

Hope) who will get them to people living homeless in Davis, Dixon, and Woodland. If you can help us get 

closer to our goal, please visit our table during coffee hour to pick up a list of 14 items to include in each 

package. The last day to bring care packages is Sunday, January 7th. 

Dinners for the IRWS  

 We hope you will help St. Martin’s provide two dinners for the Interfaith Rotating Winter Shelter 

(40 guests and volunteer staff) on Monday, January 22nd and Friday, January 26th when the shelter is at 

Davis Lutheran Church. The menus are already set (Monday: baked/roasted/BBQ chicken, rice, vegetarian 

chili, green salad, dinner rolls, desserts, beverages; Friday: beef stew, vegetarian lasagna, green salad, din-

ner rolls, beverages, desserts). We will also need two or three volunteers on site each night. The work will 

divide up so no one person has to cook or buy too much, and we will be taking sign-ups for specific items 

beginning on Sunday, December 31st. Help us assist our neighbors at Davis Lutheran Church, who are of-

fering their space to the rotating shelter, and our neighbors living homeless, who seek shelter and a warm 

meal during these cold months. 

Matthew 25 in Action 

 Cee Cee Coleman from the Center at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Sacramento (despite being 

just a week into recovery from major surgery) visited St. Martin’s on December 10th to share the inspiring 

journey of her congregation’s discernment and transformation over the past 10 years. Since the 1960s, as 

the demographics of its surrounding neighborhoods shifted, the numbers of St. Matthew’s congregants have 

dwindled at the same time the community’s need for its outreach has grown to poignant acuteness, with 

hunger and homelessness abounding all around the church.   

 As the area became more impoverished, vandalism began to erode the grounds, yet the community 

always left the Sanctuary area untouched, recognizing it as a shared sacred space. With aid from the Episco-

pal Diocese of Northern California, our own St. Martin’s outreach grant funding, and other sources, St. 

Matthew’s was able to undertake strategic repairs, bringing the sanctuary and outbuildings up to code and 

enabling them to help serve as a food bank, preschool and classrooms for programs that support hunger re-

lief, refugee resettlement, and other vital community services. The preschool serves children often from 

very low-income households, some while their parents attend classes onsite. St. Matthew’s has several 

clergy who rotate Sunday services regularly, but there are many weeks where congregants and guests them-

selves lead prayers and meditation. 

 Cee Cee describes St. Matthew’s as having transformed as a Christian church community with out-

reach services, into a Christian outreach community with the heart of a church—a “new way to do Church.” 

Designated a Mission Enterprise Zone by the Diocese, it thrives though Matthew 25 service. Its entire con-

gregation currently consists of just 12 courageous and committed members, many times working in partner-

ship with neighboring Episcopal, Lutheran, and Catholic parishes. Some members live far from the parish 

and others struggle with limited literacy or health ailments. Cee Cee notes a need for assistance in a range 

of roles, from simply counting the weekly collection funds to helping to update the church website or Face-

book page, leading the prayers and meditation on Sundays when ordained clergy are not in attendance, or 

being present on Saturdays to welcome newcomers into the Sanctuary.  Those inspired to assist in St. Mat-

thew’s efforts can contact her at ceeLcee1007@gmail.com. 

Mark Your Calendars 

 This committee meets on the first Sunday of each month after the 10:00 a.m. service. Whether to 

lend input or just to listen, please join us for a future meeting. You are always welcome. With your help, we 

can continue to discern the best ways to use our resources and be the hands and heart of God in the world. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
 

 If your New Year's resolutions include trying something new, join one of St. Martin's ministry 

teams. You can serve as an usher, lector, or acolyte helping to make services run smoothly. Or assist 

with the ministry of greeting.  

 Do you prefer being behind the scenes? Then check out the altar or flower guilds, or centering 

prayer group, or holy folders. Want something hands-on and active? The Building and Grounds, Social 

Justice and Outreach, and Caring for God's Creation committees meet monthly to plan and carry out 

action items, and the Hospitality Committee coordinates weekly coffee. Or check out the education 

offerings on Sunday morning or Wednesday evening. And January is a great time to join the choir. For 

more information on these or other activities, please contact one of our clergy, the church office 

(jan@churchofstmartin.org), or a member of the Ministry Council. 

CELEBRATION OF ABRAHAM - 16th Annual Community Gathering 

Sunday January 28, 2018, 3:00 pm. St James Parish Hall 
 

THEME: Making Space for Otherness 

 This year the Celebration of Abraham (COA) will again focus on developing skills that will 

help folks to have discussions with people with whom they may disagree on difficult topics while 

maintaining harmony. The COA believes that in our increasingly fractious world, where we are feeling 

increasingly tired and discouraged about what the future brings, each of us must learn to make space 

for otherness if we want a more connected, hopeful world. COA aims to create the calm in which 

conversation can take place. 

 Join us January 28th for interfaith community dialogue, traditional hand-washing and sharing of 

bread, and an opportunity to connect across faiths. Email celebration.abraham@gmail.com for more 

information. 

Page 4 Volume 1, Issue 1 

BELFRY? WHAT’S THE BELFRY??? 
 

 Did you know that we have a mission field of 30,000+ souls a quarter mile from St. Martin’s? 

The Belfry, the Episcopal-Lutheran campus ministry at UC Davis, serves churched and unchurched 

students and young adults. It also hosts interns from the Lutheran Episcopal Volunteer Network, 

(LEVN), which places recent college graduates in churches and social service organizations throughout 

the Sacramento region. 

 You can help support The Belfry through prayer, joining Belfry events, helping to provide a 

weeknight meal after Wednesday evening Chapel, or sending a monetary donation. Please contact 

Episcopal Chaplain Jocelyn Hughes, pastor@thebelfry.org, or see thebelfry.org. 

THE BELFRY ANNOUNCES THE 2018 ST AUGUSTINE LECTURE 
 

 Our friends at the Belfry (home of the Lutheran Episcopal Campus Ministry) are pleased to 

share the news that the Rev. Rob Lee IV will be speaking on campus on Thursday, Feb 1st as their St. 

Augustine Lecturer.  

 Rev. Lee is the author of the book Stained Glass Millennials. According to the Belfry publica-

tion, "In the wake of the riots in Charlottesville, he became a public figure as a direct descendant of 

Robert E. Lee calling for monuments to his...relative to be removed. He appeared at the 2017 MTV 

VMA awards, denouncing white supremacy and has been featured on The View. As a result of speak-

ing out against racism, he was forced to resign from his church in North Carolina."  

 Stay tuned for the location and time of this important event!  

mailto:jan@churchofstmartin.org
mailto:celebration.abraham@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@thebelfry.org
http://thebelfry.org/
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 BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS NEW YEAR UPDATE 
Written by Janet Lane, Jr. Warden 
 

 We are happy to report that our new all-electric HVAC 

system in the sanctuary is working well, and people are reporting 

that they are “toasty and warm” in the church. All the old equip-

ment has been removed and the underground ducts sealed off. 

The new system is a heat-pump system, with a high energy rating 

(24.5 SEER). Still to be completed is the final sealing of the 

opening in the ground where the old equipment was located out-

side the church, removal of the fence and planting of shrubs to 

soften the look of the outdoor units along the north side of the 

church. Building and Grounds members are working on these 

last few tasks. 
 We have a number of other HVAC units on the church 

property, and three of these needed repairs in late November 

(one in the narthex was leaking Freon, one in the parish hall 

needed a new inducer motor assembly, one in the office building 

needed a new igniter and capacitor). All of our HVAC units, in-

cluding the evaporative cooler on the roof of the kitchen, undergo twice-yearly regular maintenance.  
 In mid-November, we had 11 trees professionally pruned, including several Redwoods, one 

Hackberry, and one Zelcova. Did you know that we have over 60 trees on our property? Buildings and 

Grounds members also made a number of repairs to our underground irrigation system where squirrels 

had gnawed holes in the netafim plastic tubing. This appears to happen only when the tubing becomes 

exposed due to the mulch moving over time, so we are working to keep all tubing well covered. 
 What else do Buildings and Grounds members do? We replace light bulbs, change lighting 

timers, clean gutters, repair toilets, pick up trash, and did you see we had a new manger for the Christ-

mas pageant this year? We thank Pierre Neu for building it when the old one was nowhere to be 

found. We are seeing an increasing amount of litter on the church grounds. One of our goals for 2018 

is to place commercial-grade garbage containers in two or three strategic places on our property. 

Buildings and Grounds has done some preliminary research on what types of containers we might pur-

chase that would fit well into our environment. We will keep you posted.  
 We recently had the wooden church sign on Hawthorn changed to indicate our second service 

time at 10:00 (rather than 10:30). We plan to have three new wooden signs made that will hang under 
the sign on Hawthorn and under the “Welcome” signs at the two parking lot entrances that list the 

Sunday as well as the Tuesday 12:10 p.m. service times. Davis resident Richard Berry carves all of 

our signs at no cost to us as a service to the community. 
 Want to know more about Buildings and Grounds? We meet in the church library on the sec-

ond Sunday of the month after the 10:00 a.m. service (our meetings last less than one hour!). We have 

12 regular attendees and welcome anyone else who wants to come on a one-time or regular basis. It is 

our goal to keep St. Martin’s buildings and grounds looking as nice and as welcoming as possible. 
 Please let us know if you see anything that needs attention, or if you have thoughts, input or 

concerns. If you want to help us in a hands-on way, see the bulletin board at coffee hour for a list of 

tasks that need attention and that you might consider helping us with at any time that is convenient for 

you. You can also always help us by praying for us as we continue our ministry of caring for St. Mar-

tin’s buildings and grounds. 
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WAYS TO GIVE TO ST MARTIN’S 
 

 We are grateful to those of you who opted to give end-of-year gifts to St. Martin’s and/or in-

crease your pledges for 2018. Your generosity will certainly make a difference. The list below high-

lights the options you have for giving financially to St. Martin’s, including an option we are working 

on providing in the near future: 
 Cash: If you want a cash donation recorded under your name, place the cash in a pledge envelope 

or regular envelope with your name on it. 
 Personal Check: Make sure you indicate on the memo line if the check is for your pledge or for 

another purpose. 
 Automatic Bank Payments (often called “bill payment” or “online bill pay”): You can arrange on 

your bank’s website for St. Martin’s to receive automatic payments from your checking or savings 

account for the amount you designate. You can set up these payments to be one time or recurring. 
 Stock: A gift of stock can be a one-time contribution, or can be counted towards your annual 

pledge. Contact the church office (info@churchofstmartin or 530-756-0444) for St. Martin’s infor-

mation that you will need to give to your broker. 
 Electronic Giving: We are working on placing an electronic donation button on our website. Do-

nating in this way is best used for one-time special contributions, given that the church will incur 

the expense of processing fees. 

  
 All of your gifts of time, talent and treasure are greatly appreciated. If you ever have questions 

regarding St. Martin’s budget or finances, the Budget and Finance Committee would be happy to talk 

with you. Committee members include Pamela Dolan, Heather Baugh, Janet Lane, Neil Willits, Jeff 

Staniels, Jules Knudsen, and Alex Leach. You may also contact us online by writing to the Vestry e-

mail address, vestry@churchofstmartin.org and your message will be given to the Budget and Finance 

Committee. 

 

 Wishing you all a wonderful New Year! 

JOURNEY THROUGH EPIPHANY 
 Join us on Wednesday evenings, January 10th-February 7th, as we Journey through Epiphany 

with a curriculum created by the Episcopal Migration Ministries. We'll meet at 6:45 p.m. in the Parish 

Hall.  

 Here’s some information about the program, which is designed to equip us to live into the min-

istry of welcome to which we are all called by our Baptism:  

“Just as the Holy Family was forced to flee King Herod, becoming refugees in the land of 

Egypt, so today more than 21 million children, women, and men are forced to flee for their lives 

to escape persecution and violence. Each and every one of these 21 million is a person with a 

story, with a name, with hopes, and dreams.  

“Where the current political conversation around refugees has too often veered to the negative 

and dehumanizing, our work as followers of Christ is to be ministers of welcome and bearers of 

hope and to remind everyone of their belovedness as a child of God. 

“We hope and pray that this curriculum equips you to live into the ministry of welcome to 

which we are all called. You will come away with a deeper understanding of Episcopal Migra-

tion Ministries, refugee resettlement, the stories of our new American neighbors, and how God 

is calling you into this work." 

mailto:vestry@churchofstmartin.org

