
 Some people don’t believe in coinci-

dences, trusting instead that everything happens 

for a reason and so some guiding hand must be at 

work. Others insist that we are biologically hard-

wired to find patterns and create meaning and so 

we mistakenly make much of coincidences that 

really are just coincidences and don’t reveal any 

deeper significance. 

 What, then, are we to make of the “coincidence” that in 2018, Ash Wednes-

day fell on Valentine’s Day? 

 Perhaps the connection is not immediate or obvious, but there’s a wonderful 

synchronicity to having these two points on the calendar intersect like this. I suppose 

some church people might like to use it as a way to reclaim the religious roots of the 

Feast Day of Saint Valentinus of Rome, but that seems like a fool’s errand to me. 

Instead, why not turn it on its head and point to the underlying but often overlooked 

message of Ash Wednesday? I’m talking, of course, about love. 

 Presiding Bishop Michael Curry is fond of saying that if it’s not about love 

it’s not about the Gospel. Yet we tend to see penitential seasons like Lent as being 

punitive. Don’t believe it! I don’t want to give away my whole Ash Wednesday ser-

mon, but without love nothing that we do during the season of Lent can make any 

sense. Don’t forget that. Whether you choose to give something up for Lent, or to do 

something new, or a little of both, make sure that your choices are grounded and 

rooted in love: love for yourself, love for creation, love for God and for our 

neighbor. 

 This newsletter is filled with information about special Lent classes and 

events. I hope you will engage with as many of these as your schedule permits. And 

stay tuned for updates about the Good Book Club and some online resources that 

will help us all be more engaged in prayer and Scripture study, two of the founda-

tions of a rich spiritual life. 

 And so, beloved ones, I invite 

you to the observance of a holy Lent. 

May it be filled with things that re-

mind you that our faith is rooted and 

grounded in love, not just on Valen-

tine’s Day but always. 

Blessings,  

Pamela+ 
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ANNUAL MEETING SERMON 
 

 When I was about 10 or 11 years old, my dad bought me a pin that said simply, “Question authority.” 

Even at the time I was keenly aware of the irony: if I lived my life questioning authority, wouldn’t I just be doing 

what I’d been told to do by my father, a figure of ultimate authority in a patriarchal society? That was in the late 

‘70s, near the end of the time often defined as the “post-Watergate era” or even the “post-Vietnam War era,” 

when trust in institutions was at a low ebb and questioning authority had become something of a norm in our cul-

ture. It was around this same time that Pope Paul VI recognized that this questioning had even reached the pews; 

as he put it, “Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it 

is because they are witnesses.”1 
 It seems increasingly clear that we live in another such era, a time when institutions of all kinds are in 

decline and people are deeply skeptical of traditional sources of authority, knowledge, and expertise. There is a 

healthy side to this skepticism, and there is an unhealthy, even dangerous side, but there’s no denying its effect on 

organizations from the academy to the church and beyond. The church can no longer expect people to show up on 

Sunday mornings or listen to our pronouncements about how things should be just because that’s what people in 
polite society do. We live, without a doubt, in a post-Christendom era, where the church as an institution has a 

declining level of influence in the public square. And I’m inclined to think that that is mostly a good thing, not a 

reason for us to despair but a true source of hope. 
 Let’s look at Jesus in today’s Gospel. As 

Mark tells the story, this is his first public act of 

ministry, and it’s a doozy. He not only teaches in a 

way that astonishes the crowds, he has a show-

down with an unclean spirit. It turns out that it’s 

not a close contest at all—the unclean spirit didn’t 

stand a chance against the simple, straightforward 

words of Jesus. The people who see this are “all 

amazed, and keep asking one another, ‘What is 

this? A new teaching—with authority!’” Clearly 

Jesus exhibits a kind of authority not based on 

institutional power but on something else, some-

thing more authentic and intrinsic to who he is. 

Eugene Peterson, author of The Message, para-

phrases that last line this way: “Everyone there 

was incredulous, buzzing with curiosity. ‘What’s 

going on here? A new teaching that does what it 

says?’” 
 That, I think, is the crux of the matter when it comes to the role of the Church in a post-Christendom soci-

ety. Can we be like Jesus and do what we say, engaging in actions that are as powerful as our words? Can we 

claim no authority except the authority given to us by God, which is the authority to heal, to feed, and to liberate? 

There is really no room in the world today for a church that proclaims a Gospel of love and then excludes and 

demeans people—and I am glad that the time has come for such a church to fade into irrelevance. People are de-

manding authenticity and integrity, and we here at St. Martin’s can provide that. 
 One of the things that drew me to St. Martin’s in the first place was the sense that this is a parish that 

walks the walk, perhaps even better than it talks the talk. If you look at the Annual Meeting reports, you will see a 

portrait of a place that is practically bursting at the seams with compassionate and caring people, doing God’s 

work in the world. We use our campus and our funds to support organizations that are essential to the well-being 

of the larger community, from AA and Boy Scout groups to the STEAC pantry and Davis Community Meals. We 

knit prayer shawls and cook meals for those who have hit a rough patch. We pray together, sing together, and 

study together. We are an engaged, active, and faithful people, and much of what we do doesn’t even make it into 

those pages, because it is personal, one-to-one, and as natural to us as breathing. 

(continued on next page) 



 Since my job has to be about more than telling 

you how wonderful you are, let me risk saying that if 

there is one thing that St. Martin’s does not do well 

enough, it is telling our story to the community. Of 

course, it wouldn’t be so bad if we ate together and 

danced together a lot more, too! But really, we shouldn’t 

be shy about telling our stories, and sharing our minis-

tries, and not just opening our doors to the world but go-

ing out into the world and meeting people where they 

are. Sharing what goes on here is not some sleek market-

ing strategy. The world is in desperate need of healing 

and hope; ironically, sometimes the best way to provide 

that is to share our own experiences of brokenness and 

struggle. Remember, the world listens to witnesses. This 

is such good news for us, because we are all witnesses to 

tremendous good works being done here. So, it should 

not be that hard for us to take the next step and bear wit-

ness to the faith that underlies and energizes all the good 

works of which we are so proud. 
 Churches everywhere are struggling with how to 

face the future in a world that does not  automatically 

grant them authority and power. In our own Holy Cow 

survey and the parish profile, you can sense some of that 

anxiety, as we seek ways to care for our long-time mem-

bers while still attracting and integrating new people, and also while not losing our focus on social justice and 

outreach. I believe that all these things are possible for St. Martin’s. You will probably not be surprised to hear 

me say that digging in our heels, doing things the way we have always done them, or getting defensive about our 

institutional identity will most likely not be our best way forward. But cultivating curiosity, creativity, and an 

authentic engagement with narratives that generate hope is a path that holds some real possibility.  
 As we move forward together into a new year in the life of St. Martin’s, a year that will almost certainly 

bring new challenges, loss, and heartbreak, along with unforeseen new sources of joy, energy, and inspiration, 

let me conclude with some thoughts about hope. Activist and author Rebecca Solnit has written a whole book on 

the subject, and I love the insights she has to offer. She says, “To hope is to gamble. It’s to bet on the future, on 

your desires, on the possibility that an open heart and uncertainty is better than gloom and safety. To hope is 

dangerous, and yet it is the opposite of fear, for to live is to risk. Hope is not like a lottery ticket you can sit on 

the sofa and clutch, feeling lucky. Hope is an axe you break doors with in an emergency. Hope should shove you 

out the door. The future is dark, but with a darkness as much of the womb as of the grave.”2 
 This is the kind of hope that I believe is springing up here at St. Martin’s, a hope we can nurture through 

prayer and fellowship. For us, it can be very good news that we now live in a world where people are deeply 

skeptical about whether Christians actually practice what they preach. We can’t just tell people that we are not 

like those other churches, the ones that hurt and exclude, we have to show people through our actions. And we 

have to ground every word and every action in the example of Jesus, who is the source of both our authority and 

our hope.  
 May this be a time in our common life when God will raise up among us prophets and healers, activists 

and teachers, lovers and artists and storytellers. With God’s help and everyone’s participation, this can indeed be 

a year of courageous, life-giving, world-changing hope. 

 
1 Pope Paul VI (1976). “On evangelization in the modern world: Apostolic exhortation Evangelii nuntiandi, De-

cember 8, 1975” 

2 Solnit, Hope in the Dark: Untold Histories, Wild Possibilities, audiobook chapter 2. 
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DIGDEEP LENTEN PROJECT 
 

 DIGDEEP, a nonprofit organization, 

works to bring safe drinking water to rural 

communities and Indian Reservations across 

the United States. They are currently working 

with the Navajo Water Project in rural New 

Mexico to install 1,200-gallon underground 

water tanks and solar power to pump water to 

homes on the reservation. Navajo people are 67 

times more likely than other Americans to live 

without running water or a toilet. This water 

poverty results in a cycle of diminished health, 

educational opportunity, and economic secu-

rity.  

 The proceeds of our Lenten Project 

will be donated to DIGDEEP to cover the costs 

to install a water system and provide safe wa-

ter. Families are trained to maintain the sys-

tem.  

  Water poverty is common in rural 

America, including parts of California. DIG-

DEEP educates the public about the challenges 

of water poverty. We invite you to participate in their “4 Liters Challenge” by choosing to limit your water use 

to four liters per person for 24 hours. Americans use about 100 gallons of water per day, more than any other 

country on earth. The recent drought has made us aware of how precious water can be. See if you can get by on 

four liters per day, and share your experience on St. Martin’s Facebook page or with your friends.    

  To learn more about the project, please visit the Social Justice and Outreach Committee informational 

table after church services during Lent. More information about the work of DIGDEEP can be found at  

digdeep.org. 

http://digdeep.org/
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 YIIN EDUCATIONAL FORUM 
 

“Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me….” (Matthew 25: 34-35) 
 

 The Yolo Interfaith Immigration Network (YIIN) is sponsoring an educational forum on Thursday, 

March 1, 2018, from 7-9 p.m., at The Davis Senior Center. The forum will focus on the devastating human cost 

of the revocation of Temporary Protective Status (TPS) for immigrants who have lived in the United States for 

close to 20 years. TPS is an immigration program which allows immigrants to stay in the U.S. and work le-

gally after their home countries are struck by natural disasters or war. Several speakers will describe the effect 

of this revocation of legal status on TPS recipients and on their hundreds of thousands of citizen children and 

grandchildren, and the part the United States’ policies in Central America have played in this crisis. The pur-

pose of this forum is not only to educate but to offer ways to support and advocate for those adversely affected 

by the revocation of TPS.  

 The speakers at this event include the following:  
 Sasha Abramsky, a Lecturer in the University Writing Program at UC Davis, will discuss his reporting on 

Salvadorans who have lived for many years in the Los Angeles area under the auspices of the TPS program. 

His article in The Nation, “Trump to 200,000 Salvadoran Immigrants: Drop Dead” https://

www.thenation.com/article/trump-to-200000-salvadorans-drop-dead/, chronicles the devastation of the TPS 

revocation on several families. Sasha is the author of seven books and is a frequent contributor to numerous 

publications, including the Sacramento Bee, the Sacramento Monthly, the New Yorker online, Rolling 

Stone, Salon, Slate, the London Guardian, and the LA Weekly. 
 Maria Elena Martinez, a Salvadoran who had TPS protection for a time in the 1990s, fled El Salvador in the 

late 1980s. Like hundreds of thousands of Salvadorans, she was forced to leave her country at that time be-

cause of the repression of a military government. For over 25 years, Maria Elena has worked in the U.S., 

serving women and families suffering from domestic violence, human trafficking, and family trauma. 
 Cori Ring-Martinez, an organizer living in Sacramento, is a Salvadoran-American, who lived most recently 

in El Salvador from 2013-2015. During that time, Cori focused on rural community organizing and devel-

opment. She will share her extensive knowledge of the long-lasting and debilitating effects of U.S. policy 

on Salvadoran society and government. 
 For more information on this educational forum, you can contact Alison Pease at (530) 220-9772 or 

alisonmp@gmail.com. 

 

 

THE GOOD BOOK CLUB 
 

 The Good Book Club invites all Epis-

copalians to join in reading the Gospel of Luke 

and the Book of Acts during Lent-Easter 2018. 

We started reading the Gospel of Luke on Sun-

day, February 11th and will read a section of 

that Gospel every day through the season of 

Lent. The entire season of Easter will be de-

voted to daily readings from the Book of Acts. 

 The Good Book Club website 

(goodbookclub.org) lists the daily readings, as well as available resources to support people as they read the 

scriptures. Resources are available in Spanish at ClubBiblico.org. 

 St. Martin’s will host a weekly bible study using The Good Book Club curriculum -- stay tuned for the 

dates, time and location! For more information, contact Jim Schaal, Christian Formation Chair 

(formation@churchofstmartin.org or 773-818-1143).  
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SOCIAL JUSTICE & OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
by Kadee and Adam Russ 
 

Interfaith Efforts to Address the Homelessness in Our 

Midst 

 Davis Unitarian Universalist Church hosted a commu-

nity forum on homelessness on January 20th with speakers Lu-

cas Frerichs of the Davis City Council; Joan Planell, Social Ser-

vices Consultant for the City of Davis; Bill Pride, Executive 

Director of Davis Community Meals and Housing (DCMH); 

and Martha Teeter, of Davis Opportunity Village (DOVe) and 

Davis Community Church (DCC). The focus was on steps the 

city has taken to support the efforts of non-profit and interfaith 

groups to address the needs of the homeless in our city, espe-

cially a new project being proposed by a consortium led by 

DCMH, DOVe, and DCC. St. Martin’s Deacon Margaret Gray-

den+ and Social Justice and Outreach Committee members 

Janet Lane and Judith Stanley also attended. 

The Challenge of Homelessness 

 The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment (HUD) defines homelessness as “living in places not meant for human habitation, living in an 

emergency shelter, living in transitional housing for the homeless but originally came from the streets 

or an emergency shelter, or staying in a motel paid for by a public or private agency because the person 

or family is homeless.” Planell explained that approximately 80 percent of homeless persons in the 

United States suffer from metal health, addiction, or other serious health issues, which present big chal-

lenges for the surrounding community as well as the individual. Teeter and Pride discussed different 

types of housing services needed to address homeless populations with different needs, including per-

manent supportive housing for the most vulnerable; transitional supportive housing for those encoun-

tering joblessness, rents rising faster than income, or setbacks from addiction; emergency housing; and 

daytime social service resources—all of which are overtaxed and in very short supply in Davis. 

The Numbers 

 The number of homeless is growing faster in California than in any other part of the country. A 

recent HUD report estimates that the number of homeless in California increased by nearly 14 percent 

between 2016 and 2017 to 91,642 people, in contrast to growth of one percent for the nation as a 

whole. More than two-thirds of California’s homeless population are unsheltered, by far the highest 

rate in the nation.   

 Davis has also seen an increase in the homeless population, though at about one-third the rate in 

the state as a whole. It is difficult to get an accurate count of the number of homeless people. A point-in

-time count on January 23, 2017 for HUD conducted by the Yolo County Homeless and Poverty Ac-

tion Committee identified 146 homeless individuals in Davis and 459 in the county as a whole. Be-

cause this is a physical count and it is easier to identify homeless persons within shelters, it likely un-

derestimates the true size of the homeless population in Davis and is best thought of as a minimum esti-

mate or lower-bound. Although Frerichs cited the official number during the forum, city personnel in-

volved in clearing homeless encampments suggested at a recent meeting with residents at the northern 

end of Sycamore Street that the true number could be substantially higher. Even so, the official number 

of 146 is considerably higher than any year since 2009, the year the biennial count began. 

(continued on next page) 
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Available 

Beds/

Housing 

 Tee-

ter calculates 

that there are 

43 beds cur-

rently used 

for perma-

nent suppor-

tive housing 

in Davis, 

from Cesar 

Chavez Plaza 

and Pacifico, 

with 44 addi-

tional beds 

expected to be available upon completion of the planned Creekside affordable housing project. Her fig-

ures for transitional supportive housing showed just 28 beds available through Owendale, the DCMH 

facility at H Street, and New Pathways. For emergency needs, there are two additional beds at the 

DCMH H Street facility and between 25 and 40 beds available during the winter months through the 

host sites of the Interfaith Rotating Winter Shelter. 

 Thus, the number of beds falls woefully short, with only 55 to 70 beds available per night dur-

ing the winter for emergency and transitional housing needs, the category that would apply for the 

(conservative) 146 homeless persons counted in Davis in 2017, and only 30 beds per night for the other 

eight months of the year. Intake personnel anecdotally report often having to turn people away when 

beds fill for the night. 

Paul’s Place 

 To address the shortage of all types of housing, permanent supportive, transitional supportive, 

and emergency, DCMH and DOVe have joined forces behind a new proposal to expand the number of 

beds in and enhance the DCMH H Street facility, doubling its current capacity. Paul’s Place, affection-

ately named for Bill Pride’s father, would provide all three types of housing, in addition to a daytime 

resource center devoted to homelessness prevention, bath and showers, laundry facilities, and other so-

cial services for people in need. Proponents note that Paul’s Place would be the first facility in the na-

tion to provide this type of multifunctionality. 

 An enormous innovation in the project is its premise of micro-housing.  Maria Ogrydziak, an 

accomplished local architect and member of the DOVe board, has revolutionized the template for hous-

ing services by designing individual units within the four-story building as “tiny houses.” Each individ-

ual in transitional and permanent supportive housing would have their own unit, making it possible to 

tailor spaces to accommodate individual needs, even for people battling addiction issues or requiring 

service animals. Ogrydziak has fit 28 such units, plus four beds for emergency housing and space for 

the daytime resource center, all within the same plot of land occupied by the current H Street facility.  

DCMH, DOVe, and DCC have launched a campaign to obtain city approval for the plan by June, aim-

ing for a grand opening by 2020. Members of St. Martin’s can learn more and register for updates at 

https://paulsplacedavis.org/. 



Page 8 SPECIAL LENT EDITION 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION FOR ADULTS AT ST. MARTIN’S: FEBRUARY, 2018 
 

Sunday Morning Lenten Series with St. Martin’s Social Justice and Outreach 

Caring for Neighbors: Community Service as Christian Calling 

Sundays, February 18 – March 18, 2018, 8:45 AM – 9:45 AM, Rooms 6&7 
 Jesus called us to love our neighbors as ourselves. Through our Social Justice and Outreach Committee, 

St. Martin’s partners with local organizations that serve our neighbors in times of need. Join us for presentations 

by their leaders to learn about the issues they address and to find out how you can help. 
 February 18: National Alliance on Mental Illness of Yolo County (NAMI-Yolo) with June Forbes, Board 

President. NAMI-Yolo seeks to improve the lives of those living with serious mental illness and their fami-

lies by providing education on how to better manage the illness, engaging in advocacy to reduce stigma and 

eliminate barriers to treatment, housing, and employment, and by providing awareness and support to move 

toward the promise of recovery. Learn more at www.namiyolo.org. 
 February 25: Interfaith Rotating Winter Shelter of Davis (IRWS) with Eric Elton, Board Chair. IRWS is a 

community based-effort enabling member congregations to provide cold-weather shelter and hospitality on a 

rotating basis to persons who are homeless in the Davis community. Learn more at  

      www.interfaith-shelter.org. 
 March 4: Yolo Community Care Continuum (YCCC) with Michele 

Kellogg, Executive Director. YCCC is a nonprofit organization es-

tablished to better the lives of people with mental illness through 

community-based direct services (including residential treatment 

programs, supportive housing, and homeless outreach), advocacy, 

education, and volunteer efforts. Learn more at www.y3c.org. 

 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Series with the Rev. Suzanne Guthrie 

and the Rev. Dr. L. Ann Hallisey 
 

Lift Up Your Hearts: Bringing Spiritual Practices to Worship 
Wednesdays, February 21 – March 21, 2018, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM, Par-

ish Hall 
 Join Ann Hallisey and Suzanne Guthrie to explore how per-

sonal spiritual practice can enhance the experience of the Sunday lit-

urgy, both for the individual and the community. The themes of engage-

ment with story, compassion, mystery, memory, and witness bring us 

through this five-week Lenten series with a format of presentation, dis-

cussion, media, and a workbook with resources for home practice. Each 

Wednesday evening session will begin with a simple Lenten supper of 

soup, salad, and bread at 6:00 PM. The program will commence at 6:45 

PM, followed by candlelight Compline concluding at 8:00 PM. 
 The Rev. Suzanne Guthrie, Priest Associate at St. Martin’s, is a noted author and retreat leader. She cu-

rates Soulwork Toward Sunday, an online weekly retreat based on the coming Sundays Gospel at 

www.EdgeOfEnclosure.org. Suzanne is the author of Praying the Hours and Graces Window: Entering the Sea-

sons of Prayer. She has served the church as a parish priest, as a Christian Education consultant, and as a chap-

lain at Vassar College and Cornell University. Most recently, Suzanne taught a class in spiritual practices as the 

St. Margaret Visiting Professor of Women in Ministry at the Church Divinity School of the Pacific. 

 The Rev. Dr. L. Ann Hallisey, Priest Associate at St. Martin’s, is an executive coach and organizational 
consultant, a spiritual director and retreat leader, and a licensed marriage and family therapist. Ann has been a 

parish priest, rector, and interim rector in the Diocese of Northern California for more than three decades. Most 

recently, Ann served for six years as Dean of Students at the Church Divinity School of the Pacific. In Epiphany 

2018, Ann led a study pilgrimage to the Holy Land with her husband, the Rt. Rev. Barry Beisner, Bishop of the 

Diocese of Northern California. 

(continued on next page) 
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Tuesday Morning Lenten Series with Helen Campbell and Living Compass 

Living Well Through Lent: Loving With All Your Heart, Soul, Strength, and Mind 

Five Tuesdays, February 20 – March 20, 2018 10:30 AM – 11:45 AM (before Tuesday noontime Eucharists) 
 Lent is a time for introspection and self-reflection, a time to reflect on the core of what it means to live a 

Christian life. And there is nothing more central to that life than loving—loving with all our heart, soul, strength, 

and mind. For people of faith, love is not an abstract or feel-good concept, but an urgent call to radically incar-

nate love in how we relate to God, our neighbor, and ourselves. Join us for this six-week Lenten series from  
Living Compass, led by Helen Campbell, just before the Tuesday noontime Eucharists. To sign up and reserve 

your class materials, please contact Helen at hcampbell@pobox.com . For more information, visit 

www.livingcompass.org. 

 

Centering Prayer Group with Kim Andrup and Contemplative Outreach Centering Prayer 

Introduction and New Group Coming Soon to St. Martin’s! 

Wednesdays Year-Round, 5:30 PM, Room 8; New Group and New Time Coming Soon! 

 Our Wednesday afternoon Centering Prayer group, established nearly a decade ago, continues to thrive. 
Kim Andrup, our Centering 

Prayer facilitator, is planning to 

offer introductory sessions and 

form a new group for those who 

cannot participate on Wednesday 

afternoons. Watch your St. Mar-

tin’s weekly email for updates! 

For more information, please con-

tact Kim at kean-

drup@hotmail.com. To learn 

more, visit 

www.contemplativeoutreach-

norcal.org and 

www.contemplativeoutreach.org. 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Please contact Jim Schaal, Chris-

tian Formation Chair, at forma-

tion@churchofstmartin.org or 773

-818-1143. We welcome your 

suggestions for lifelong learning 

and faith formation here at St. 

Martin’s. Look for the latest Adult 

Formation news in the weekly 

Constant Contact email from St. 

Martin’s, in the weekly worship 

bulletins, and in the monthly 

Adult Formation announcements 

on the St. Martin’s website at 

https://churchofstmartin.org/

adults/. You may also copy events 

to your personal Google calendar 

from the St. Martin’s church cal-

endar at https://

churchofstmartin.org/calendar/. 


