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Dedicate this presentation to all our 

relations & educators before us…

Gratitude to… 

I am a visitor… 



Grateful to live on Wintun 

Homeland



Contents

 CA Native Studies Background

 Ecological Experiences

 Historical Experiences

 Contemporary Experiences

 Conclusion & Resources



How many California Indian 

territories can you name? 





Where are we?

California Indian Country

 109 sovereign nations within 
California (of total 567 
recognized nationwide)

 As of 2013, 81 tribes 
petitioned for federal 
recognition

 Highest Native population 
(723,225) of all US states 
(5.2 million)

 14% of the total Native 
population in the US lives in 
CA

 Relatively small amount of 
Indian land



Small Amount of Indian Land



What background information is 

useful to understand California 

Native American experiences?



Different terms used… 



Indigenous 

 Having a pre-colonial 

or historical 

continuity distinct 

from others in 

society to the land 

where you are living









First Nations

 “First Nations” refers to Native peoples 

of Canada



Alaska Native

 Alaska Native” refers to Native peoples 

of Alaska



Native American, Native

 Native Americans are people Native to 

the Americas, but the term is often used 

to refer to peoples native to the United 

States of America



Indian

 “Indian” was a term Columbus applied to 

Native Americans when he arrived in the 

Caribbean and thought he was in India

◦ This term has been re-claimed (i.e., “American 

Indian Movement”)

◦ En-dios = with god











What are creation/origins histories 

and how do they inform Native 

identity?



Creation/origins histories?
 Assert specificity of people and place  
◦ For example: NOT “CA Indian” but rather “Me-Wuk,” 

Maidu, Nisenan, etc.

 Define governance, territory, relationships
◦ People tied to specific place

 Defy colonial explanations
◦ CA not created in 1810 or1850; CA is ancient

 Give guidance on how to behave
◦ Responsibilies to tribal groups and surrounding ecology

-- Bauer in California Through Native Eyes, p. 24-27



Re-examining understandings 

of history

 This land has a long history

 These places have names that refer to 

stories of events at those places

 Tell us something about those places 

today and how to behave towards them

 Highways follow pre-existing trade routes 

that connected places with different 

people and resources.

-- Bauer in California Through Native Eyes, p. 33



Quotes

 We [CA Native] are the makers of trails, in 

our footsteps a civilization follows over 

our…paths…the traffic of a nation moves 

(Susie Wathen, Pomo)

 US...expansion followed in the footsteps of 

Indigenous expansion (William Bauer)

-- Bauer in California Through Native Eyes, p. 33





Humbug Valley

Elderberry

Lilly Baker (yatam) weaving



EstomYani/ Sutter Buttes/ Middle Mountains



West Mountain/ KomYamanim/ Lassen Peak



Alabama Hills, 

Owens Valley



Blue Lakes (Lake County, CA)/ Mo ti coy, Hu se lell



Chaw’Se/ Indian Grinding 

Rock State Historic Park



How does ecology shape California 

Native American experiences?



Traditional Wintun Homeland

CACHE CREEK



Acorn Tradition

… Native California grape vines used for 

making an acorn granary



Vines used to make basket for gathering 

acorns and storing fish, nuts, and berries.

Diana Almentariz,

Tully Woman

Acorn Granary 





Students with 

Diana Almendariz,

Tully Women



The Overlook

WCC Students 



“Native 

American 

Knowledge 

and the 

management 

of California’s 

natural 

resources” 

-- Kat Anderson 



What are some of California Native 
American historical experiences?



California Indian Historical Timeline
 Pre-contact

◦ Population at least 300,000, maybe up to 1,000,000

 1769-1821 Spanish Mission Slavery period

◦ Population decline to 150,000: violence, oppression, disease, starvation

 1821-1846 Mexican period & 1834 secularization of missions

◦ Population decreased 113,000 (violence, epidemics, oppression)

◦ Little land was returned despite secularization of missions

 1846-1848 US Mexican-American War 

◦ Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848): recognized Native land rights, 
citizenship in theory

 1848 (Jan) Inception of Gold, Greed, Genocide at Coloma on 
the American River

 1850 California Statehood

◦ law for the Government and Protection of Indians

◦ Legalized indenture until 1867

 1851-1852 Treaties negotiated, all 18 never ratified

 By 1880, CA Indian population further decreased to 23,000







1851-1852 Unratified Treaties

• Treaties negotiated with California Indians

• 18 treaties, approx. 8 million acres

• Signatories persuaded to leave their lands 

and congregate on reserves, where they 

would receive supplies and protection

• Not ratified, because of pressure from 

CA settlers, miners & developers

• Hidden from public until 1905











California Indian Lands (post-treaties)

• Removal

• Conditional settlement - often linked to employment

• Establishment of reservations by Acts & Executive 
Orders (e.g., Hupa, Round Valley, Tule River, “Mission” 
Reserves [Pala, Sycuan, etc.])

• Public Domain Allotments and Reservation Allotments 
1887-1934

• Following the discovery of the unratified treaties (1904), and 
CE Kelsey’s “Report on the Condition of CA Indians” 
(1906), federal appropriations for purchase of lands for 
“homeless California Indians”

• 1914 (38 Stat. 582-589) through 1922 “Purchase of Land for 
homeless Indians of California” (42 Stat. 559-567), and 1923, 
California State Assembly passed A.B. 1333 to set aside 1,488 
lands for the tribes in Plumas, Lassen, and Modoc Counties 



Small Amount of Indian Land



CA Indian Slavery & Hunting



Genocide in California?

- Benjamin Madley, “Understanding Genocide in 

California Under United States Rule 1846-1873” 

Western Historical Quarterly 47(4): 449-461.



Did you know genocide can take many 

forms? 

 Cultural/Ethnocide: goal to assimilate (end 
language, religion, law, art), prevent cultural 
practice

 Health: denial of care, deliberate infection

 Ecocide: destroying the environment, or 
natural resources essential for survival

 Forced removal / resettlement

 Economic: barring access to resources, trade 
routes, markets, preventing commerce, 
imposing sanctions



Forms of American Genocide

 40 Indian wars, facilitated intertribal 

conflicts, individual settler-Indian conflicts, 

state-sanctioned militias

 Even under laws of war, Indian wars were 

illegal

 Soldiers responsible for massacres 

(Wounded Knee, Sand Creek) never 

brought to justice



Wasn’t it disease?

 Some will argue that it wasn’t genocide, it 
was “just” disease; but deliberate infection & 
denial  of care and removal constitute forms 
of genocide

 1620-1900 → 93 epidemics 

 Legal safeguards could have included 
prosecuting negligence





Historical Implications for CA Native 

Americans 

 Colonists settled lands already 

belonging to indigenous people

 Colonists did not leave, and 

expected indigenous 

populations to assimilate or 

disappear

 Laws enable and support 

continued settlement on/in 

indigenous homelandd



Implications Today: No mineral rights of 

the gold extracted to Nisanan, Maidu 

relatives like Diana Almendariz… 



How did US law enable genocide of 

Native Americans, including CA 

Natives?

 European laws (i.e., Doctrine of Discovery) 
sanctioned conquest, colonization, 
occupation, dispossession, removal

 US Native Americans not granted 
citizenship or access to American justice 
systems “until” 1924

 States allowed to fund militias to attack 
indigenous peoples

 Doctrine of Discovery… 



What is the Doctrine of 

Discovery? 

 1493 policy granting territorial 
rights to first Christian, 
Europeans “discovering” of 
lands

 Legal theory denying rights to 
non-Christians, beginning with 
Crusades

 Created to reduced conflict 
between Europeans 

 Promised indigenous people 
protection from other 
Europeans and settlers Roman Catholic Pope in formal attire and in 

house vestments, Swiss guard at left, 1500s-

1600s. 



2012-Present  

World Council of Churches… 

 Denounce the Doctrine of Discovery as 
fundamentally opposed to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and as a violation of the inherent human 
rights that all individuals and peoples have received 
from God;

 Urge various governments in the world to 
dismantle the legal structures and policies based 
on the Doctrine of Discovery and dominance, so 
as better to empower and enable Indigenous 
Peoples to identify their own aspirations and 
issues of concern;

 349 churches, in 110 countries, 560 million 
Christians



1770 DoD used to 

create Missions

 Massive CA 
Indian pop. 
decline during 
the mission 
period

 From approx. 1 
million people 
in 1770 to 
approx. 300,000 
in 1830



2015 Canonization of Junipero Serra

 Established 9 missions

 Responsible for forced conversions and 
incarceration at the missions 1769-84

 1st Saint Canonized in the US

 1st “Hispanic” Saint

 Pope Francis conducted Mass at the Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception in Washington, DC, on September 
23, 2015. (V. Pinto, Getty Images)

 June 19, 2020 Serra’s memorial was toppled

People were enslaved in the missions, they 

were whipped if they spoke their language. If 

they tried to escape, they were forcibly 

brought back, flogged and punished, and kept 

in stocks. People were getting diseases. They 

were horrible places to be. -- Vincent Medina 

(Chochenyo), Asst. Mus. Dir., Mission Dolores 

(NPR 9/10/2015)



“We Are Still Here”

 I am going to discredit 
misconceptions many have 
that California Indians are 
extinct, and to show that 
we are here -- thriving and 
strong - - Vincent Medina 
(Chochenyo Ohlone) 

 Medina opposed 
canonization of Serra but 
agreed to be part of the 
ceremony, and read the first 
Scripture reading in 
Chochenyo



What are ways to address the 

implications of this history?

Mapping Indigenous LA



What are way to address the 

implications of this history?



What are ways to address the 

implications of this history?

Native American Studies

Model Curriculum by County Office of 

Educations By 2025 



“We [CA Native] are still here…”

What are some California ‘Native 

American contemporary 

experiences?



Language Revitalization



Land Acknowledgment Movement 



Native Foodways Awareness



Sacred Site Awareness



Sacred Site Protection



Inter Generational Trauma Healing



It's awesome. It's a big thing with our people. These 

are our prayer items. They are not only symbols, 

but their spirit stays with them. They are alive. 

Bringing them home is like bringing home 

prisoners of war.

- Thomas O’Rourke, Yurok Tribal Chairman

Bringing Ancestral Items Home



Raising Awareness about 

Misrepresentation



Raising Climate Change Awareness



Addressing Environmental 

Contaminations



Maintaining Native Day at the State 

Capital Presence



Addressing Indian Gaming Myths & 

Realities



Remaking CA Indian Governance

Tribal government, Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation (see www.yochadehe.org)



Sustaining Native Scholars



In collaboration with Non-CA 

Indians & Urban Indians



Remaking CA Indian Curriculum & 

Education



Sustaining Native Ceremonies 

Melissa Leal, Ph.D.



Sustaining Native & Non-Native 

Ceremony



Sustaining Ancient Music & 

Traditions

Jacque Nunez, Chumash



Creating New Generation

Musical Artists

Ras K’Dee (Pomo), Riche Ledreagle, Testament, (Pomo) Twice as 

Good, Art Lessing and the Flower Vato, Desiree Hart (Wappo),  Audio 

Pharmacy, Nigel Read (Chumash), Stephen Meadows (Ohlone) & 

more… 



Flag Road in Oceti Sakowin Camp (12/6/16, Getty).

Partaking in National & International 

Movements



Collaborations w/ Indigenous Mex/Lat Migrants



Conclusion

 We have much to learn …

◦ May there be awareness about Native and Non-native mis-
education

◦ May you become a life-long learner of Native American 

Experiences

◦ May there be creation of spaces for teaching and learning 
Native American Studies for students and community

◦ May you get closer to your school district and county 
office of education leadership to seek out resources… 











Thank you

Special thanks to Pam Gonzales, 

Diana Almendariz, and Beth Rose 

Middleton-Manning, Ph.D.

 Melissa Moreno, Ph.D. 

melissamoreno@yahoo.com
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