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Land Acknowledgement – A starting point, a “noun”

“We should take a moment to acknowledge the land on which we are 
gathered. For thousands of years, this land has been the home of 
Patwin people. Today, there are three federally recognized Patwin 
tribes: Cachil DeHe Band of Wintun Indians of the Colusa Indian 
Community, Kletsel Dehe Wintun Nation, and Yocha Dehe Wintun 
Nation. The Patwin people have remained committed to the 
stewardship of this land over many centuries. It has been cherished 
and protected, as elders have instructed the young through 
generations. We are honored and grateful to be here today on their 
traditional lands.”



Land Acknowledgement – Seek actions, a “verb”

• Recognize the institution has disenfranchised Native Peoples and Peoples 
of Color historically and continues to do so presently.

• Acknowledge the institution is on stolen land and that Native peoples are 
very much present on campus and even in your classrooms.

• Actively seek collaboration/consultation/consent on project involving or 
with potential involvement with Native peoples.

• Actively seek ways to support Native students (undergraduate and 
graduate), centering and uplifting our worldviews and knowledge systems.
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• SOI Deb Haaland released a report on the 
federal Indian boarding school system.

• Follows May 2021 uncovering of 215 Native 
children in mass graves in British Columbia.

• This report identifies the trauma perpetrated 
by boarding schools.

• Haaland initiated “The Road to Healing” , for 
survivors to share their stories, help connect 
communities with trauma-informed support.
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Cultural 
Fire

“Small area fires conducted 
using traditional ecological 

knowledge. These low 
temperature burns not only 

improve the ecosystem, they 
also provide socio-cultural 

medicine which strengthens 
the intergenerational bonds 
between tribal members*. ”

*Lake, Frank fireadaptednetwork.org 2018

Socio-ecological research approach 
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Indigenous female analytic can include
stories told in a way that  highlights 
Indigenous women’s perspective, voice, 
and knowledge.

Indigenous women’s experience and its telling are valid 
forms of theorization (Archuleta 2006)

Land is not inanimate property, but rather the center of 
political, social, cultural, and economic life (Goeman 2015).

The borders and creation of land as property was done so 
through gendered violence (Robinson 2015)  

Rematriating 
Fire



1st CalFire Cultural Fire Training 
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Broader Implications
• Emerging CA state policies:

• SB 332, focuses on lowering high liability 
standard for cultural burn operations.

• AB 642, for the first time defines cultural fire 
practitioner, equating to state-certified burn 
bosses.

• Tribal fire leadership
• Cultural Fire Management Council
• Training Exchanges (TREX)

• University partnership
• Southwest CASC Intertribal Fire Workshops



“In Indigenous cultures, we dream the world into being. We have been 
theorizing and using radical imagination since the beginning of time. 

We dream them, we sing them, we story them into being”.
Cutcha Risling Baldy Hupa, Yurok, and Karuk



“We may not be able to undo what 500 years of forced colonization has attempted 
to do, but Indigenous knowledges, philosophies, and practices from 500 years ago 

can shape a vision of the future we want to see 500 years from now”.
Kirisitina Sailiata



• Support families fighting inequalities.

• Support organizations leading these 
efforts.

• Show up to events led by advocates.

• Donate, amplify, volunteer.

• Create space for Native voices to be 
heard.

• Protect Native peoples.

The Important Role of Allies



https://nas.ucdavis.edu/people/mmadams

mmadams@ucdavis.edu

A’shoog, thank you 
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