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Sunday, April 2, 2023 – The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 

Holy Eucharist Rite I at 8:00am 
               

THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS 

The congregation gathers on the patio in front of the church. 
 

Presider          Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord 
 

People  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 

Presider Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy 

upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL To be read by the Deacon     Matthew 21:1-11 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you 

will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to 

you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." This took place to fulfill 

what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 

"Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their 

cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 

were shouting, 

         

"Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven! 

 

“When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds were 

saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 
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BLESSING OF THE PALMS 

The Presider continues 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Presider It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 

through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 

triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches 

of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who 

bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to 

eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Presider  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Deacon Let us go forth in peace. 

People  In the name of Christ. Amen.   
 

We process into church together and take our places, all standing. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Presider  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards mankind, hast sent thy Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow the 

example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of his patience, and also 

be made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING   Please be seated for the readings.   Isaiah 50:4-9a 

A reading from the book of Isaiah.   
 

Thus says the LORD, 

  who makes a way in the sea, 

  a path in the mighty waters, 

 who brings out chariot and horse, 

  army and warrior; 

 they lie down, they cannot rise, 

  they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

 “Do not remember the former things, 

  or consider the things of old. 

 I am about to do a new thing; 

  now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

 I will make a way in the wilderness 

  and rivers in the desert. 

 The wild animals will honor me, 

  the jackals and the ostriches; 
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 for I give water in the wilderness, 

  rivers in the desert, 

 to give drink to my chosen people, 

  the people whom I formed for myself 

 so that they might declare my praise.” 
 

Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM        
Let us read together from Psalm 31. 

 9  Have mercy on me, O God, for I am in trouble; * 

    my eye is consumed with sorrow, 

    and also my throat and my belly. 

 10  For my life is wasted with grief, 
   and my years with sighing; * 

   my strength fails me because of affliction, 

   and my bones are consumed. 

 11  I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 

    a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 

   when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

 12  I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 

  I am as useless as a broken pot. 

 13  For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 

  fear is all around; * 

  they put their heads together against me; 

  they plot to take my life. 

 14  But as for me, I have trusted in you, O God. * 

  I have said, “You are my God. 

 15  My times are in your hand; * 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 

    and from those who persecute me. 

 16  Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 

  and in your loving-kindness save me.” 
 

You may remain seated for the first section of the Passion Gospel. 

THE PASSION GOSPEL    Matthew 27:1-66    

   

Leader  The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
 

Pilate  Are you the King of the Jews? 
 

Narrator Jesus said, 
 

Jesus  You say so. 
 

Narrator But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer.  Then Pilate said to 

him, 
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Pilate  Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you? 
 

Narrator But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.  

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone 

whom they wanted.  At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas.  So after 

they had gathered, Pilate said to them, 
 

Pilate  Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah? 
 

Narrator For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over.  While he was sitting 

on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, 
 

Pilate's Wife Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a 

dream about him. 
 

Narrator Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus 

killed.  The governor again said to them,  
 

Pilate  Which of the two do you want me to release for you? 
 

Narrator And they said,  
 

Congregation  Barabbas. 
 

Narrator Pilate said to them, 
 

Pilate  Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?  
 

Narrator All of them said, 
 

Congregation  Let him be crucified! 
 

Narrator Then he asked, 
 

Pilate  Why, what evil has he done? 
 

Narrator But they shouted all the more, 
 

Congregation  Let him be crucified! 
 

Narrator So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some 

water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, 
 

Pilate  I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves. 
 

Narrator Then the people as a whole answered, 
 

Congregation  His blood be on us and on our children! 

 

Narrator So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.  

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they gathered 

the whole cohort around him.  They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting 
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some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head.  They put a reed in his right hand and knelt 

before him and mocked him, saying, 
 

Readers Hail, King of the Jews! 
 

Narrator They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head.  After mocking him, they 

stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him.  Then they led him away to crucify him.  

As they  went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man 

to carry his cross. 
 

All stand. 
 

Narrator And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered 

him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.  And when they 

had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down 

there and kept watch over him.  Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, "This 

is Jesus, the King of the Jews."  Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and 

one on his left.  Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying,  
 

Congregation  You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you 

 are the Son of God, come down from the cross. 
 

Narrator In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, 

saying, 
 

Congregation  He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come  down 

from the cross now, and we will believe in him.  He trusts in God; let God deliver him 

now, if he wants to; for he said, "I am God's Son." 
 

Narrator The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.  From noon on, 

darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.  And about three o'clock Jesus 

cried with a loud voice, 
 

Jesus  Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani? 
 

Narrator That is, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"  When some of the bystanders heard it, 

they said, 
 

Congregation  This man is calling for Elijah. 
 

Narrator At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to 

him to drink.  But the others said,  
 

Congregation  Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him. 
 

Narrator Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 
 

A brief silence is kept. 

Narrator At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.  The earth shook, 

and the rocks were split.  The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had 

fallen asleep were raised.  After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy 
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city and appeared to many.  Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping 

watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, 
 

Congregation  Truly this man was God's Son! 
 

Narrator Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee 

and had provided for him.  Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James 

and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.  When it was evening, there came a rich man 

from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus.  He went to Pilate and asked 

for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him.  So Joseph took the body and 

wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock.  

He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away.  Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.  The next day, that is, after the day of 

Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, 
 

Readers Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, "After three days I will rise 

again."  Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third day; otherwise his 

disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, "He has been raised from the dead," 

and the last deception would be worse than the first. 
 

Narrator Pilate said to them, 
 

Pilate  You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can. 
 

Narrator So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone. 

 

A REFLECTION       Silence is kept after the reflection. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Please stand, as you are able. 

Deacon           Let us pray for the church and the world.   

 

Leader Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together 

in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

(We pause, making space for prayer to be said, either silently or aloud.) 
 

Leader Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 

may honor one another and serve the common good. 

(We pause, making space for prayer to be said, either silently or aloud.) 
 

Leader Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Give us a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in 

the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

(We pause, making space for prayer to be said, either silently or aloud.) 
 

Leader Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 
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Leader Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 

and love one another as he loves us. 

(We pause, making space for prayer to be said, either silently or aloud.) 
 

Leader Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 

their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. We pray especially for those on our 

parish prayer list. 

(The deacon will first share prayer requests and then invite the congregation to share their 

prayer requests, either silently or aloud.) 
 

Leader Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we 

pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

(We pause, making space for prayer to be said, either silently or aloud.) 
 

Leader Lord, in your mercy, 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Presider Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that 

everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen.  

 

THE PEACE  

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 
We greet one another in the name of the Lord, remaining sensitive to those who may wish to maintain physical distance. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, CELEBRATIONS, AND MILESTONES                               All may join in praying. 

Watch over your children O Lord, as their days increase: bless and guide them wherever they may be. 

Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and 

in their hearts may your peace which passes all understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Presider      Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good thy vows unto the Most High. 
Psalm 50:14 

OFFERTORY NOTES 

The ushers will pass collection plates. Online giving is also available; just look for the blue “give” button on 

our website or the QR code near the back of this bulletin--or contact the office for more information. We are 

very grateful to those who have pledged and who give regularly, as well as for all plate offerings. Thank you 

and God bless you! 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Please stand, as you are able, for the Eucharistic Prayer.   

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 
 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

Presider Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

People It is meet and right so to do. 
 

The Presider continues 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who for our sins was lifted high 

upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; who by his suffering and death became the 

author of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. Therefore, with Angels and Archangels, and with 

all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

 

SANCTUS 

Presider and People 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION    Please kneel or stand, as you are able. 

The Presider continues 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make us in thine own 

image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to 

suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; 

and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death 

and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.” 
 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all 

of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. 

Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy gifts which 

we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed 

passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again 

with power and great glory. 
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless 

and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved 

Son Jesus Christ. And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies.  
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Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious 

Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we 

and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the 

same Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O 

Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Presider 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM 

Presider  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  

 

O LAMB OF GOD 

Presider and People 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.  
 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy 

manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou 

art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh 

of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

 

INVITATION AND DISTRIBUTION 

The Presider says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

The ministers receive the Sacrament and then deliver it to the people. 

 

ABOUT RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

All are welcome at God’s table, children included. Gluten-free Communion hosts are available; please ask. 

Wine is being served via intinction only; the priest will dip your host into the chalice of wine and then offer it 
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to you. If you would prefer to receive bread only, you may simply say so. The customary response upon 

receiving Communion is “Amen.” Crossing your arms over your chest indicates that you would like to receive a 

blessing instead of Communion. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER      Please stand, as you are able, for the final prayer and blessing. 

After Communion, the Presider says   

Let us pray. 
 

Presider and People 

Almighty and everliving God,  

we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries,  

with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  

and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us;  

and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son,  

the blessed company of all faithful people;  

and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom.  

And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father,  

so to assist us with thy grace,  

that we may continue in that holy fellowship,  

and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,  

be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Deacon     Let us bless the Lord. 

People      Thanks be to God. 

 

Please maintain silence as you depart, at least until you are in the courtyard. 

      

Music Reprinted and Streamed by Permission: One License A-715551; CCLI: 1839803. Text and Music 

Reprinted by Permission from RiteSeries © 2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.  Psalm text © 

Order of Saint Helena. Used by permission.  

 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

We acknowledge the land on which we are gathered. For thousands of years, this land has been the home of 

Patwin people. Today, there are three federally-recognized Patwin tribes: Cachil Dehe Band of Wintun Indians 

of the Colusa Indian Community, Kletsel Dehe Wintun Nation, and Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation. The Patwin 

people have remained committed to the stewardship of this land over many centuries. It has been cherished and 

protected, as elders have instructed the young through generations. We are honored and grateful to be here 

today on their traditional lands. 
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

Presider: The Rev. Dr. Pamela Dolan 

Preacher: The Rev. Deborah Hawkins 

Assisting Clergy: The Rev. Ernie Lewis 

Deacons: The Ven. Margaret Grayden, The Rev. Betsy McElroy 

Readers: Stephen Reynolds, Gabe Avila, Sheri Reynolds, Neil Willits 

Intercessor: Sheri Reynolds 

Eucharistic Visitors: Diane Bamforth, Bob Polkinghorn 

Usher: Maria Acuna-Feldman 

Flowers: Rhody Vallejo 

 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 

Rector: The Rev. Dr. Pamela Dolan, pamela@churchofstmartin.org  

Associate: The Rev. Ernest L. Lewis, ernie@churchofstmartin.org  

Associate: The Rev. Deborah Hawkins, debbie@churchofstmartin.org 

Deacon: The Ven. Margaret Grayden, margaret@churchofstmartin.org 

Seminarian: The Rev. Betsy McElroy, betsy@churchofstmartin.org 

Music Ministers: Jeffrey and Dr. Suzanne Jubenville, jubenvilles@churchofstmartin.org 

Church Operations Director: Gabe Avila, communications@churchofstmartin.org  

Administrative Assistant: Janet Lane, info@churchofstmartin.org 

Treasurer: Jessie Ann Owens, treasurer@churchofstmartin.org  
 

VESTRY (vestry@churchofstmartin.org) 

Anthony Amato (Clerk), Diane Bamforth, Beth Capell (Jr. Warden), Colette Chabbott, Ben Guthrie, Kimo 

Kimokeo (Co-Sr. Warden), David Martin, Chris Reynolds, Honna Steissberg, Susan Stone, Neil Willits (Co-Sr. 

Warden), Tom Young. 
 

MINISTRY COUNCIL 

Worship (Joannie Cavanagh): worship@churchofstmartin.org  

Christian Formation (Helen Campbell): formation@churchofstmartin.org 

Church in the World (Lynn Zender): world@churchofstmartin.org  

Sacred Grounds (Russ Gebhardt): sacredgrounds@churchofstmartin.org 

Life in Community (Francis David): community@churchofstmartin.org 
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